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the "tribute slavery." They punctuated his speeches with cries
of "Traitor/' drowned his periods with "Deutschland ueber Alles"
and tin whistles for which it was credibly reported the party
had a special manufactory, and finally howled him down when
he was making a speech of first-class importance, foreshadowing
a reform of pseudo-federalism. The incident, so characteristic
of the new parliamentary party, provoked a Centrist reaction.
Their papers scathingly condemned the bad manners of the
Hitlerites, and the net result of the hooliganism was the very
satisfactory one of an increase in the Populist vote in Bavaria
of nearly twenty thousand, in striking contrast to decline almost
everywhere else.
That result and the others Stresemann heard in a sanatorium.
His effort of a speech a day had been too much for him. "For
me/' he wrote, "a speech is fundamentally an inner experience
which affects all my physical and psychical organs so that after
one I need several hours for my body to recover"—and the
doctors had intervened. It was his first real breakdown and he
did not take kindly to it; the home found him a difficult patient
and could only congratulate itself that in the results, as he read
them, there was nothing to upset him further. At the same time
the new figures presented a difficult problem. There could be
no question of reconstituting the Right coalition. Apart altogether
from the legitimate soreness of the Nationalist leadership and
the quarrel between Centrists and Populists, there was no majority
for it. There was no majority for a Left—a Weimar coalition—
unless the Bavarians would join it, and then a majority of only
ten. And against the Weimar coalition there was the supreme
objection—there was no place in it for Stresemann.
The figures had scarcely been announced ere the party com-
mittees got busy. The Democrats who had suffered losses, but
whose appetite for power increased as their parliamentary repre-
sentation fell, were determined to return to the government after
months of absence. They proposed, and were actually encouraged
by certain sections of Socialist and Centrist opinion, a curious
variety of the Weimar coalition with a majority furnished pre-
cariously by the Bavarians and possibly the Landbund from the

